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9. A surgical instrument adapted for applying a plurality of surgical fasteners to body
tissue, the surgical instrument comprising:

a frame having a proximal end and a distal end, with a handle positioned at the
proximal end and an end effector positioned at the distal end;

the end effector being shaped and dimensioned for supporting a cartridge housing and
an anvil, the cartridge housing and anvil structure being relatively movable between a
first spaced apart position and a second position in close approximation with one
another;

a firing mechanism associated with the end effector and the cartridge housing for
selective and substantially simultaneous actuation of the fastening elements; and

a tissue retention feature associated with the cartridge housing and anvil, the tissue
retention feature maintaining tissue within the end effector during treatment and
including

a top tissue retention member extending between the cartridge housing and the anvil,
wherein the top tissue retention member is capable of selective distal movement or
proximal retraction, and

a bottom tissue retention member extending between the cartridge housing and the
anvil;

the cartridge housing includes at least one staple line along a face of the cartridge
housing defining the longitudinal extent of the surgical fasteners being applied, the
staple line includes a top and a bottom; and

the top of the staple line is above the top tissue retention member or the bottom of the

staple line is below the bottom tissue retention member. (emphases added)
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